Bloating and Stomach Tact Surgery Discussion; PSG November 22-23, 2003
From: "Cynthia Robins" <cprobins@earthlink.net> 

Subject: RE: PSG: stomach tack surgery 

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 17:02:04 -0700 

Having experienced bloat in the past, I absolutely concur with Marian's take

on the situation: have the surgery ASAP.  Once a dog bloats (but doesn't

necessarily twist) the odds of the dog bloating and twisting are increased

dramatically.  I had a vet one time tell me that unless you are prepared to

sleep with one eye open and maintain constant supervision of your dog, you

could wake up one morning and find your dog dead.  Having the surgery done

on a prophylactic basis is much easier on the dog as opposed to an emergency

when the dog has already bloated (and perhaps torsioned as well).

Please note as well that the typical time for a dog to bloat is between

12:00 a.m. - 6:00 a.m., when veterinary care is generally not available

except on an emergency basis.  Also, you will find that if you are looking

to have an emergency gastroplexy done, you might not be able to find a

qualified vet to do it in the middle of the night.

Another consideration is cost.  An emergency gastroplexy in my part of the

county (Denver) is about $3,000.  A non-emergency gastroplexy I expect will

be much less expensive.

I truly empathize with your situation.  Bloat is common in so many breeds.

Irish Setters, Great Danes, Akitas, Gordon Setters, Dobermans, and mixed

breeds as well.  I don't know what causes it or if there is a genetic

component.  It sure is scary.

Cynthia Lerner

Jubilant Standard Poodles

-----Original Message-----

Marian Bowser

Sent: Friday, November 21, 2003 4:20 PM

To: forsheemay@hotmail.com; psg@poodle.org

Subject: Re: PSG: stomach tack surgery

Cilla,

I would strongly urge you to have the gastroplexy(stomach tacking) surgery

done ASAP. Torsion is just too life threatening. It's better to have it done

now than under duress and stress when you dog bloats again. It's usually not

a matter of if they will re-bloat but when. If when is while you are not at

home,  then you can easily lose your dog.

I've had three of my dogs bloat. One was a mixed breed that bloated while

being boarded at our veterinary hospital. The bloat was immediately dealt

with. The second dog to bloat was our two year old standard girl, Hope. Hope

was sent to be bred and bloated the first night she was at the breeders. The

breeder knew what was going on and immediately sought help. Hope had the

gastroplexy done the day she bloated.

The latest to bloat was Hope's mother Penny. Penny bloated and torsed late

one evening last year. Penny was almost 12 years old at the time. I was home

and noticed the symptoms and rushed her to our veterinary hospital. Penny

also had the gastroplexy performed that night.

Even though my husband is a veterinarian; he didn't treat or do the

gastroplexy on any of ours. Wouldn't you know he was out of town for them

all! Maybe not having daddy home stressed our girls too much. :)

Penny had her surgery performed by our young associate veterinarian who had

never done a gastroplexy before. Talk about stress! Here it's midnight, the

bosses favorite dog is torsioned, and I am her only assistant!

She did manage to relieve the bloat. Another veterinarian in the area came

in at 2 am to assist her, as did one of our technicians. With all of that

help, Penny survived. But since torsion is so stressful and critical, we

could have easily lost our Penny.

Again, if your dog has a history of bloat and is in good health now;

consider having the gastroplexy done before there is another incidence of

bloat. None of our three dogs had a known history of bloat prior to their

emergency gastroplexies. Two of the three that bloated are still with us.

Hope is 8 and Penny will turn 13 in about 2 weeks. The mixed breed dog lived

till 13. Neither one has shown symptoms of bloat since then.

Good luck,

Marian

Poos in Alaska

From: "may forshee" <forsheemay@hotmail.com> 

Subject: PSG: Re:stomach tack surgery 

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 20:33:01 -0500 

WOW Thank you all who have responded  ! I am getting lots of good information to make a descison on ! Now for more questions -LOL  I am aware there are several different types of surgeries . Does anyone have paticular opinions on which one is best-has the most secure results? I would really like to continue Marcels agility career so that may be a factor in my decision. I will have lots of questions for my vet-will be making an appointment next week to have a big chat about the options.

Thanks again

Cilla and the gang

From: "Kelly Cassidy" <lostriver@completebbs.com> 

Subject: PSG: Re: Re:stomach tack surgery 

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 19:57:04 -0800 

I have a friend, Jane, who had a Great Dane, Vita.  Vita bloated for the

first time when she was about 1.5 years at about 11 pm at night.  Jane, at

the time, lived in a very small Washington town called Twisp.  They rushed

the dog to a nearby vet who had never done a bloat surgery and was reluctant

to start.  The vet suggested they take the dog to Okanogan, a larger town

about an hour or two away.  Jane knew enough about bloat to know that was

dangerous and insisted the vet try the surgery.  It was a good thing she did

because Vita torsioned as they were prepping her.  Vita lost her spleen, but

she survived the surgery.  The vet was talked through the surgery on the

phone by a vet at the Washington State University Vet School.  Vita's

stomach was tacked to the abdominal wall.

About a year or two later, when Jane was living in Seattle, Vita bloated

again.  Rush to vet.  Because her stomach was tacked, the vet drew the air

out and kept Vita at the hospital for observation.  While at the vet, Vita

bloated again, the old stitches tore out of the abdominal wall, and Vita

torsioned a second time.  They called in a vet in Seattle who was

experienced at tacking by tying the stomach to a rib.  Vita survived again.

Vita went on to finally be put to sleep this year when her hips and many

other systems began failing.  She was nine or ten, an old age for a Great

Dane.  Besides the bloat incidents, she was operated on twice for removal of

towels she had swallowed, she fell from a second story deck and tore a

cruciate ligament, and sliced a leg and nearly bled to death before they

made it to a vet.  She spent more time wearing a lampshade than going

without.

At any rate, the point of this email is to suggest you find a vet who can

tack the stomach to a rib instead of the abdominal wall.

Kelly Cassidy

Pullman WA

Susan L. Fleisher

Sent: Friday, November 21, 2003 11:25 PM

Subject: PSG: Type of stomack surgery

Cilia,

I prefer the belt loop procedure in which the stomach is sewn to the

ribs.  It is *very* secure, and I don't know of one done that has not

held.  Some of the procedures in which the stomach is actually sewn

into the incision can be very dangerous, particularly if the dog ever

has emergency surgery for something else done by a vet who doesn't

know, or who has forgotten, the dog's surgical history.  In those

cases, the incision is often made into the stomach resulting in

peritonitis.  Very bad scene.

I'm  having my sunshine puppy, Cricket, spayed on December 2nd and am

having a belt loop pexy done on her at that time, although she does

*not* have a  pedigree that suggests that she might  bloat.  I

thought that if she ever in her life were to bloat and I had not had

the procedure done when  she was spayed, that I'd have to kill myself.

Susan

--

Susan L. Fleisher      

From: "Susan L. Fleisher" <slf373@earthlink.net> 

Subject: PSG: Surgery and IV fluids 

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 20:33:01 -0500

Cilia,

If you do the surgery, or if anyone has any surgery done on a dog, please have IV fluids started before induction and run throughout the surgery and for several hours afterward.  This is generally *not* done by most vets, and, if done, guarantees good renal perfusion as well as instant access to a vein if an emergency occurs.  It is one of the slightly more expensive add-ons that can save your dog's life. I know that you'll check kidney values and liver values before any surgery.

Susan

-- 

Susan L. Fleisher                                        slf373@earthlink.net

Berkeley, CA            

From: "Susan L. Fleisher" <slf373@earthlink.net> 

Subject: PSG: RE: Type of stomack surgery - now prophylactic gastroplexy - survey 

Cynthia,

I know someone who had a prophylactic gastropexy done on her spayed bitch after a littermate and the dam bloated.  Her description of the post surgical course was so harrowing, that I thought at the time that I'd never do that to a healthy dog.  Some vets are now doing a laparoscopic (key hole) bloat procedure.  I don't know what method is being used, or if you have a choice of methods, but surely the recovery period is less difficult and less lengthy.  I would jump for the less invasive surgery if a belt loop pexy can be done that way, but would probably opt for more ordinary abdominal surgery if it can not.  The thought of putting a dog through any surgery only to have the stomach tear loose later,  necessitating an emergency surgical intervention is terrible.

Of course, if breeders would stop using dogs who have bloated or whose parents have bloated in their breeding programs, we could all be less paranoid.  Breeding litters in which puppy buyers can't go out to dinner and relax without thinking that their dogs may bloat in their absence should be more distasteful than it seems to be.

Susan

-- 

Susan L. Fleisher    

From: "Julie Borst" <jborst1@san.rr.com> 
To: "Sheryll Prowse" <smprowse@bigpond.com>, <psg@poodle.org> 
Subject: PSG: RE: Gastric Torsion 
Date: Sat, 22 Nov 2003 16:39:48 -0800 
 
Sheryll,

I would like to add that stress induced from toxins may also play a role.

As in your statements Sheryll, I have only experience, not scientific study

to share.  I think vaccinations should only be given after 12 weeks of age

for the puppies' best start, per the recommendation of my own veterinarian

and my experience following his guidelines.  Vaccines (artificially induced

virus) given while the dam's naturally-given immunity to the puppy is still

a strong hold may be disruptive to the immune system.  No one knows for

absolute certain and my puppies and adults that grew up this way are doing

just fine with few vaccines given after 12 weeks.

I too agree that a Poodle in a home with a good routine, no harsh family

friction or constant dog posturing, few to no vaccinations or pesticides

given and lots of love can have a better chance to live without the episode

of bloat.  Yet, sometimes nothing seems to have caused the problem, it is

just there.  It is very sad.  I am counting myself very lucky as to not be

too much of an authority on this hideous affliction in the Standard Poodle.

I have only one dog succumb to this horrible end and I feel she missed her

other home at the handler's where she had spent an entire year.  Although I

am aware of bloats possible looming in her grandchildren, I feel it best not

to dwell in that awareness. I certainly have bred away from further

inbreeding when possible.  I do everything in my power to help the dogs have

a good, healthy time.

The last few days I have had them stay at home instead of coming to work

with me.  Oh, they have lots of lamb bones to gnaw, lamb tripe bonuses, etc.

I know this departure from being in my routine displeases them, though if

stressed, my husband reported they chewed up a designer sweater of mine

today hanging in the laundry to dry and they "relieved" themselves of that

stress . . . . I get the picture!   Next week we are all together nearly

24/7 and plan to stay at a motel 3 nights over a two day dog show . .. . .

yes, with all of them  : )  They will have a ball . .. . my hair possibly

will be standing straight on end!  Oh actually, we are looking forward to

the adventure . . . . right Honey?

My best to all that have this monster bloat to fear on a constant basis.  It

is the worst problem our variety faces, hands down.

Julie Borst Reed

Tiara

La Jolla, CA

